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Why do they speak of lost spirituality? But a spirituality that would
not be deceitful and that the reason would not have to disown at

once. . . .

28  July
I open at random the volume of Goethe that Dr. L. has just lent me,
and in the Spruche in Prosa I fall at once on these words (Siebente
Abteilung): "Der lebendige begabte Getet, sich in praktischer Absicht
ans Allernachste haltend, ist das Vorzuglichste auf Erderi9;2G which is
rather hard to translate. I fear giving them a too personal interpretation
if I see in these words an approbation of my recent conduct. And yet
isn't that what Goethe meant? Although the spiritualists are quite
ready to maintain that the thing nearest to us is our guardian angel
Let us leave them to their arguments and not try to be more "spiritual*
than we are naturally.
Is it merely playing on words to write: every dominant can become
a "key-note by a simpler modulation than it would require to become
the leading note.
29 July
To substitute, every time one can, the "how?" for the "why?"
amounts to taking a great step toward wisdom. In spite of everything,
a secret bond links the two questions. Mystics are concerned only with
the latter and the end alone matters to them; naturalists consent only
to the first; it alone leads to a pertinent reply, which the study of Na-
ture is always ready to supply; it alone permits some progress. The
pursuit of "final causes'* daims to put the cart before the horse.
SO July
Dragged about all day long. General discomfort; upset. Excellent
conversation (and of great advantage to me) with Stoisy Sternheim.
Toward evening the weather clears up; I likewise.
Sljtdy
Preoccupation . . . wonderful word. The work of art can germi-
nate, grow, and blossom only in an un-preoccupied mind.
I am grieved not to be able to put my hand on a very beautiful
and moving letter from young Trystram, to which I Just happened
to want to reply; and I do not even know whether or not I can find his
address in Paris.
26 "The vital, gifted spirit that for a practical purpose holds to the im-
mediate task is the most excellent thing on earth."